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Research notes

Sample: research was conducted online 
amongst 2,000 UK adults aged 18+ and is 
weighted to nationally representative criteria 
on age, gender, region and working status. 

Fieldwork dates: the research was run from 
5th to the 9th December 2025.



Global Action Plan CORE 
questions
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Actions taken in the past month (in relation to air pollution)

44 Base: all respondents (2,000)

Source: Q:CORE_Q8. Over the past month, how often have you done the following?

13%

18%

18%

21%

21%

25%

26%

33%

41%

42%

46%

47%

50%

65%

68%

Actively chosen an electric taxi over another vehicle

Driven in an electric vehicle

Cycled to work /when making other journeys

Decrease use or stopped using wood burning stove/open fire

Decrease use or stopped using fire pit/BBQ

Talked to my friends/family/colleagues/community about the harms of air pollution

Chose an eco-delivery slot for online shopping

Used a click and collect service for deliveries rather than delivering to door

Walked to work/when making other journeys

Taken public transport to work/when making other journeys

Chosen to walk or cycle a quieter route rather than a busy road

Changed a journey to travel outside of rush hour

Worked from home

Opened windows when cleaning

Opened windows when cooking

Actions taken in the past month
% that said frequently or occasionally

Recent actions



Actions taken in the past month (in relation to air pollution)

55 Base: Those who know about Clean Air Day (750). Those who have never heard of Clean Air Day (1250)

Source: Q:CORE_Q8. Over the past month, how often have you done the following?

71%

69%

58%

56%

53%

52%

49%

42%

40%

38%

32%

32%

32%

29%

27%

61%

68%

40%

45%

44%

35%

37%

28%

17%

19%

14%

15%

9%

11%

4%

Opened windows when cleaning

Opened windows when cooking

Chosen to walk or cycle a quieter route rather than a busy road

Worked from home

Changed a journey to travel outside of rush hour

Taken public transport to work/when making other journeys

Walked to work/when making other journeys

Used a click and collect service for deliveries rather than delivering to door

Talked to my friends/family/colleagues/community about the harms of air pollution

Chose an eco-delivery slot for online shopping

Decrease use or stopped using wood burning stove/open fire

Decrease use or stopped using fire pit/BBQ

Cycled to work /when making other journeys

Driven in an electric vehicle

Actively chosen an electric taxi over another vehicle

NET: Know about Clean
Air Day

Actions taken in the past month
% that said frequently or occasionally

Recent actions



Likeability of changes in local neighbourhoods to help reduce 
air pollution

66 Base: all respondents (2,000)

Source: Q:CORE_Q9. Which of the following, if any, are changes that you would be willing to see in your local neighbourhood to help reduce air pollution? 

62%

51%
48%

43% 42%
39% 38% 36%

33%

24%
30%

35%
31%

35%
37% 38%

43%
45%

36% 34%

8%
14%

22% 22% 20% 23%
20% 19%

31%

42%

Increased
investment in public

transport

Increased
investment in

walking and cycling
infrastructure

Measures that
charge a fee for the

most polluting
vehicles when

driving in highly
populated areas

Traffic minimisation
measures that
decrease the

number of cars on
the road and allow

people to walk,
wheel and cycle

more safely on their
neighbourhood

streets

Zones that limit or
prohibit burning

wood or other items
indoors or in

gardens

Measures that
prevent people

using wood burning
stoves and open
fires when they

have other ways to
heat their home

Measures that
support people to
switch from gas to

electric heating

Measures that
support people to
switch from gas to

electric cooking

Measures that
charge drivers for
driving in heavily
populated areas

Measures that
charge drivers for

driving beyond
certain distances

NET: Would like to see change Indifferent NET: Would not like to see change

Changes in local neighbourhood to help reduce air pollution
% that gave this response

Pollution measures



Those who would like to see the following changes in local 
neighbourhoods to help reduce air pollution

77 Base: Those who know about Clean Air Day (750). Those who have never heard of Clean Air Day (1250)

Source: Q:CORE_Q9. Which of the following, if any, are changes that you would be willing to see in your local neighbourhood to help reduce air pollution? 

62%

56% 55%
52% 50%

47% 47%
44% 42%

34%

62%

48%
43%

38% 38% 35%
32% 31%

28%

17%

Increased
investment in public

transport

Increased
investment in

walking and cycling
infrastructure

Measures that
charge a fee for the

most polluting
vehicles when

driving in highly
populated areas

Traffic minimisation
measures that
decrease the

number of cars on
the road and allow

people to walk,
wheel and cycle

more safely on their
neighbourhood

streets

Zones that limit or
prohibit burning

wood or other items
indoors or in

gardens

Measures that
prevent people

using wood burning
stoves and open
fires when they

have other ways to
heat their home

Measures that
support people to
switch from gas to

electric heating

Measures that
support people to
switch from gas to

electric cooking

Measures that
charge drivers for
driving in heavily
populated areas

Measures that
charge drivers for

driving beyond
certain distances

NET: Know about Clean Air Day Never heard of Clean Air Day

Those who would like to see the following changes in local neighbourhoods to help reduce air pollution

% that gave this response – split by those who know and those who have never heard of Clean Air Day

Pollution measures



Concern felt about the long-term impacts of air pollution on health

88 Base: all respondents (2,000). Those who know about Clean Air Day (750). Those who have never heard of Clean Air Day (1250)

Source: Q:CORE_Q10. How concerned are you about the long-term impacts of air pollution on your health?

Concern towards long-term impact of indoor air pollution on 

health
% that gave this response

Health impacts

18%

39%

32%

11%Not at all
concerned

Not very
concerned

Somewhat
concerned

Very
concerned

NET: Concerned 43%

NET: Not concerned 57%
NET: Know about Clean Air 

Day
Never heard of it

46% 64%

NET: Know about Clean Air 

Day
Never heard of it

54% 36%



Concern felt about the long-term impacts of air pollution on health

99 Base: all respondents (2,000). Those who know about Clean Air Day (750). Those who have never heard of Clean Air Day (1250)

Source: Q:CORE_Q10. How concerned are you about the long-term impacts of air pollution on your health?

Concern towards long-term impact of outdoor air pollution on 

health
% that gave this response

Health impacts

14%

29%

40%

17%Not at all
concerned

Not very
concerned

Somewhat
concerned

Very
concerned

NET: Concerned 57%

NET: Not concerned 43%
NET: Know about Clean Air 

Day
Never heard of it

36% 47%

NET: Know about Clean Air 

Day
Never heard of it

64% 53%



Think the following are contributors to air pollution in the UK

1010 Base: all respondents (2,000). Those who know about Clean Air Day (750). Those who have never heard of Clean Air Day (1250)

Source: Q:CORE_Q11. Which of the following, if any, do you think are contributors to air pollution in the UK?

66% 64%

44%

53%

38%

26%

1%

14%

59% 58%

38%

56%

40%

27%

1%

13%

71%
68%

47%
52%

37%

26%

2%

15%

Road transport Industry activity Non-road transport Domestic burning – 
open fires, wood 
burning stoves or 
outdoor burning

Products used in
homes

Gas oven/ hob or
cooking

Other Don’t know

Total NET: Know about Clean Air Day Never heard of Clean Air Day

Think are contributors to air pollution
% that selected this

Actions taken



Agreement / disagreement on pollution as a political issue

1111 Base: all respondents (2,000)

Source: Q:CORE_Q12. To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statements:…

60% 60%

30%

38%

23% 24%

37%

32%

13% 12%

27% 26%

4% 4% 6% 5%

I believe politicians have the power to make
change to decrease air pollution

I believe politicians should be making
changes to decrease air pollution

I feel able to call for change to decrease air
pollution

I feel motivated to call for change to decrease
air pollution

NET: Agree Neither agree nor disagree NET: Disagree Don't know / not sure

Agreement on pollution as a political issue

% that gave said “agree”

Pollution measures



Health issues associated with indoor and outdoor air pollution

1212 Base: all respondents (2,000)

Source: Q:CORE_Q13. Which of the following, if any, do you think are health issues associated with indoor or outdoor air pollution? Please tick all that apply.

49%

47%

45%

42%

29%

24%

23%

22%

20%

20%

18%

18%

15%

15%

14%

14%

13%

7%

8%

20%

Poor lung function development

Development of asthma or worsening of asthma symptoms

Bronchitis

Lung cancer

Cancer

Heart disease and/or clogging of the arteries

Poor brain development

Bacterial pneumonia

Decreased cognitive performance

Increase the severity of symptoms of COVID-19

Mental health conditions such as anxiety and depression

Increased blood pressure

Low birth weight

Strokes

Premature birth

Infertility

Dementia

Type 2 diabetes

None of these

Don’t know

Health issues associated with air pollution
% that gave this response

Health issues



Extent in which UK adults think personal actions can make a positive 
difference to the quality of air that you breath

1313
Base: all respondents (2,000)

Source: Q:CORE_Q14. To what extent do you think your personal actions can make a positive difference to the quality of air that you breathe? 

Deprivation

75%
79% 78%

75% 76%

25%
21% 22%

25% 24%

Changing my behaviour Talking about impacts of air
pollution with others

Talking about how to make
behaviour changes with others

Contacting decision-makers to
ask for change

Joining a campaigning group
to ask for change

Small difference Big difference

Impact that personal actions can have: 

Small difference = no difference and a little difference

Big difference = a substantial difference and extreme difference
% that gave this response



Ad hoc questions for this wave

14



Awareness of campaigns and initiatives

1515
Base: all respondents (2,000) Source: CUSTOM_Q1. How much do you know about the following campaigns and initiatives?

80%

72%
66%

45%
40% 37% 36%

28% 28% 25%
20%

28%
34%

55%
60% 63% 64%

72% 72% 75%

London ULEZ -
Ultra Low

Emission Zone

Clean Air Zones Low Traffic
Neighbourhoods

World Health
Organization

Global Air
Quality

Guidelines

Ella's Law Clean Air Day Clean Air Hub UK 
Government’s 

Burn Better

Clean Air Night Mums for Lungs

NET: Know of Never heard of it

Awareness of campaigns and initiatives
% that gave this response

Awareness



Usage of wood burning stoves or open fires in the home during winter

1616 Base: all respondents (2,000). Those who know about Clean Air Day (750). Those who have never heard of Clean Air Day (1250)

Source: CUSTOM_Q2. On average, how often do you use a wood burning stove or open fire in your home during the winter?

13%
8%

4%

72%

3%

20%

13%

6%

57%

5%
9%

5%
2%

82%

2%

NET: Frequently (at least once a
week)

NET: Occassionally (Less often
than once a week)

Never – I have one in my home, 
but I do not use it

Never – I do not have one in my 
home

Don’t know

Total NET: Know about Clean Air Day Never heard of it

Awareness of campaigns and initiatives
% that gave this response

Wood burning



True or False statements on wood burning in the home

1717 Base: all respondents (2,000) Source: CUSTOM_Q3. Please answer the following statements on wood burning in the home (e.g. a wood burning stove or open fire) based on whether you think they 

are true or false:

24%

43%

68%
54% 55%

31%

19%

12%

16% 17%

45%
38%

20%
30% 28%

Wood burning is more expensive
than other types of heating

Wood burning is more
environmentally damaging than

other types of heating

Wood burning is a source of air
pollution

Wood burning is harmful to the
health of the public

Wood burning results in poor air
quality in your home

True False Not sure

True or False statements on wood burning in the home

% that gave this response

Wood burning



True or False statements on wood burning in the home among those 
who know about Clean Air Day

1818 Base: Those who know about Clean Air Day (750). 

Source: CUSTOM_Q3. Please answer the following statements on wood burning in the home (e.g. a wood burning stove or open fire) based on whether you think they are true or false:

32%

53%

71%
63% 64%

31%

18%

11%
14% 14%

37%
29%

18% 24% 22%

Wood burning is more expensive
than other types of heating

Wood burning is more
environmentally damaging than

other types of heating

Wood burning is a source of air
pollution

Wood burning is harmful to the
health of the public

Wood burning results in poor air
quality in your home

True False Not sure

True or False statements on wood burning in the home among those who 

know about Clean Air Day

% that gave this response

Wood burning



True or False statements on wood burning in the home among those 
who have never heard of Clean Air Day

1919 Base: Those who have never heard of Clean Air Day (1250)

Source: CUSTOM_Q3. Please answer the following statements on wood burning in the home (e.g. a wood burning stove or open fire) based on whether you think they are true or false:

19%
37%

66%
48% 50%

31%

20%

12%

17% 18%

50% 43%

22%
34% 32%

Wood burning is more expensive
than other types of heating

Wood burning is more
environmentally damaging than

other types of heating

Wood burning is a source of air
pollution

Wood burning is harmful to the
health of the public

Wood burning results in poor air
quality in your home

True False Not sure

True or False statements on wood burning in the home among those who 

have never heard of Clean Air Day

% that gave this response

Wood burning



Changes in relation to wood burning in the area they live people 
would be willing to see happen

2020 Base: all respondents (2,000). Those who know about Clean Air Day (750). Those who have never heard of Clean Air Day (1250)

Source: CUSTOM_Q4. Thinking about the area you live in, which of the following changes in relation to wood burning would you be willing to see happen, if any? 

30% 29% 27% 26%
23% 22% 21%

38%

33% 32% 33%
28% 28%

25% 27% 26%
28% 27%

24% 24%
20% 20% 18%

45%

The introduction of
health warning labels

on wood burners

Prohibiting the
installation of new

wood burners

Access to grants or
loans that enable
residents to make
improvements to

energy efficiency or
install alternative
heating in their

properties

Phasing out the use
of wood burners in
urban areas only

A scrappage scheme
to replace existing

wood burners

Phasing out the use
of wood burners in

rural and urban
settings

Banning the
advertising of wood

burners

None of the above

Total NET: Know about Clean Air Day Never heard of it

Changes in relation to wood burning in the area they live people would be 

willing to see happen

% that gave this response

Wood burning



Concern of air pollution

2121
Base: all respondents (2,000) Source: CUSTOM_Q5. How concerned, if at all, are you about the following:

45%

54%

62%

46%

39%

32%

9%

6%

7%

The contribution of wood burning to air pollution

The impact of air pollution on your health

The contribution of transport to air pollution

NET: Concerned NET: Not concerned Don't know

Level of concern with the following
% that gave this response

Concern



Concern of air pollution among those who know about Clean Air Day

2222 Base: Those who know about Clean Air Day (750). 

Source: CUSTOM_Q5. How concerned, if at all, are you about the following:

61%

66%

69%

32%

29%

26%

7%

5%

5%

The contribution of wood burning to air pollution

The impact of air pollution on your health

The contribution of transport to air pollution

NET: Concerned NET: Not concerned Don't know

Level of concern with the following
% that gave this response among those who know about Clean Air Day

Concern



Concern of air pollution among those who have never heard about 
Clean Air Day

2323 Base: Those who have never heard of Clean Air Day (1250)

Source: CUSTOM_Q5. How concerned, if at all, are you about the following:

35%

47%

57%

54%

46%

35%

11%

7%

8%

The contribution of wood burning to air pollution

The impact of air pollution on your health

The contribution of transport to air pollution

NET: Concerned NET: Not concerned Don't know

Level of concern with the following
% that gave this response among those who have never heard about Clean Air Day

Concern



Position on the following statements

2424
Base: all respondents (2,000) Source: CUSTOM_Q6. Please indicate your position on the following statements:

12%

10%

8%

8%

11%

10%

13%

30%

30%

28%

24%

24%

26%

23%

33%

27%

35%

33%

36%

45%

36%

27%

40%

24%

15%

18%

20%

13%

17%

22%

9%

11%

9%

11%

13%

10%

11%

17%

5%

7%

1 2 3 4 5

Position on the following statements

% that gave this response

Position

Owning a wood burning stove is 

something I actively do not want

I think that wood burning stoves have a 

very negative impact on the local 

community

I find the smell of woodsmoke very 

unpleasant

I really don’t like it when public spaces 

have wood burning stoves

After spending time around a wood 

burning stove, I feel much worse than 

before

I think having a wood burning stove makes 

a house much less desirable

I think that owning a wood burning stove is 

unusual

I think that there are more negatives than 

positives to using wood burning stoves

Owning a wood burning stove is 

something I aspire to

I think that wood burning stoves have a 

very positive impact on the local 

community

I find the smell of woodsmoke very 

pleasant

I really like it when public spaces have 

wood burning stoves

After spending time around a wood 

burning stove, I feel much better than 

before

I think having a wood burning stove makes 

a house much more desirable

I think that owning a wood burning stove is 

normal

I think that there are more positives than 

negatives to using wood burning stoves



Position on the following statements among those who know about 
Clean Air Day

2525 Base: Those who know about Clean Air Day (750). 

Source: CUSTOM_Q6. Please indicate your position on the following statements:

11%

8%

6%

5%

9%

7%

11%

22%

31%

26%

27%

28%

29%

25%

37%

30%

35%

37%

35%

41%

34%

30%

35%

26%

15%

19%

21%

16%

18%

23%

12%

14%

8%

10%

10%

10%

10%

14%

6%

8%

1 2 3 4 5

Position on the following statements

% that gave this response

Position

Owning a wood burning stove is 

something I actively do not want

I think that wood burning stoves have a 

very negative impact on the local 

community

I find the smell of woodsmoke very 

unpleasant

I really don’t like it when public spaces 

have wood burning stoves

After spending time around a wood 

burning stove, I feel much worse than 

before

I think having a wood burning stove makes 

a house much less desirable

I think that owning a wood burning stove is 

unusual

I think that there are more negatives than 

positives to using wood burning stoves

Owning a wood burning stove is 

something I aspire to

I think that wood burning stoves have a 

very positive impact on the local 

community

I find the smell of woodsmoke very 

pleasant

I really like it when public spaces have 

wood burning stoves

After spending time around a wood 

burning stove, I feel much better than 

before

I think having a wood burning stove makes 

a house much more desirable

I think that owning a wood burning stove is 

normal

I think that there are more positives than 

negatives to using wood burning stoves



Position on the following statements among those have never heard of 
Clean Air Day

2626 Base: Those who have never heard of Clean Air Day (1250)

Source: CUSTOM_Q6. Please indicate your position on the following statements:

13%

11%

9%

9%

13%

11%

14%

35%

29%

29%

22%

22%

23%

22%

31%

25%

34%

31%

36%

47%

37%

26%

43%

24%

14%

18%

19%

12%

16%

22%

8%

10%

9%

11%

14%

10%

11%

20%

5%

7%

1 2 3 4 5

Position on the following statements

% that gave this response

Position

Owning a wood burning stove is 

something I actively do not want

I think that wood burning stoves have a 

very negative impact on the local 

community

I find the smell of woodsmoke very 

unpleasant

I really don’t like it when public spaces 

have wood burning stoves

After spending time around a wood 

burning stove, I feel much worse than 

before

I think having a wood burning stove makes 

a house much less desirable

I think that owning a wood burning stove is 

unusual

I think that there are more negatives than 

positives to using wood burning stoves

Owning a wood burning stove is 

something I aspire to

I think that wood burning stoves have a 

very positive impact on the local 

community

I find the smell of woodsmoke very 

pleasant

I really like it when public spaces have 

wood burning stoves

After spending time around a wood 

burning stove, I feel much better than 

before

I think having a wood burning stove makes 

a house much more desirable

I think that owning a wood burning stove is 

normal

I think that there are more positives than 

negatives to using wood burning stoves



Words associated with wood burning stoves

2727 Base: all respondents (2,000). Those who know about Clean Air Day (750). Those who have never heard of Clean Air Day (1250)

Source: CUSTOM_Q7. What words do you associate with wood burning stoves? 

Top 10 words associated with wood burning stoves
% that gave this response

Association

Total Sample

Smoky 37%

Cosy 37%

Nostalgic 26%

Smelly 22%

Unhealthy 22%

Dirty 21%

Festive 21%

Unnecessary 17%

Outdated 17%

Asthma-inducing 17%

Know about Clean Air Day

Smoky 38%

Cosy 26%

Unhealthy 23%

Nostalgic 23%

Smelly 21%

Dirty 20%

Asthma-inducing 18%

Festive 17%

Outdated 17%

Unnecessary 16%

Never heard of Clean Air Day

Cosy 44%

Smoky 37%

Nostalgic 28%

Festive 23%

Smelly 23%

Dirty 22%

Unhealthy 22%

Unnecessary 18%

Outdated 17%

Asthma-inducing 16%
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