
Dear Prime Minister 
 
As you gather for the AI summit in Bletchley Park, we call on world leaders, business 
leaders, and technologists to put climate & ecological risks at the heart of AI governance 
efforts. 
 
The unfolding climate crisis is the greatest challenge facing humanity today and the 
actions this generation of leaders choose in response will resonate through centuries. 
 
There will undoubtedly be new technologies, AI-based and otherwise, that assist efforts to 
confront climate breakdown. But these cannot obscure the enormous and growing climate 
impacts of AI foundation models. 
 
Of particular concern is AI’s ability to supercharge disinformation. As the United Nations 
has noted, “the propagation of scientifically misleading information” has severe “negative 
implications for climate policy.” AI has the potential to create billions of pieces of 
disinformation and then personalise them and disseminate them. We are already seeing 
this play out to serious effect, and anticipate an explosion in AI generated disinformation 
as more than 60 nations hold elections in 2024. 
 
Equally concerning are the soaring demands AI development is placing on energy, water 
and natural resources, with efficiency gains being far outstripped by growing demand. 
 
Therefore we call on lawmakers to place a legal duty on companies developing AI 
foundation models and related tools to: 

1. comprehensively assess the risks of human and ecological harm arising from the 
widespread adoption of their tools 

2. publish and implement plans to mitigate those risks accordingly 
3. pause further development of their tools until the human and ecological impact is 

demonstrably negligible 
  
Such human & ecological harms should include, but not be limited to, the use of AI 
foundation models and related tools to: 

• Generate excessive energy, water and resource use demand, and associated 
climate-changing emissions 

• Undermine the democratic process 
• Proliferate increasingly plausible climate mis- and dis-information 

 

Yours sincerely 
 

Global Action Plan 
Tanya Goodin FRSA 
 Dr Jonnie Penn, Associate Professor of AI Ethics & Society, University of Cambridge 
Dr Gabrielle Samuel, Lecturer, Environmental Justice and Health, King’s College London 
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