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l p I O n Re: Curriculum and Assessment Review - sustainability education expertise

Dear Professor Francis,

Congratulations on your appointment as Chair of the Curriculum and Assessment Review. We were
delighted fo see this announced last month.

The climate and nature crisis is the greatfest threat humanity has ever faced. However effective

the current generation is af mitigating some of the worst impacts, our young people will grow in a
profoundly different environmental age. Mention of this was disappointingly absent from the review's
terms of reference.

In recent years, the Department for Education has taken steps o respond fo the climate and nature
crisis. The 2022 Sustainability and Climate Change strategy and the establishment of a dedicated

unit were welcome developments. The work being done, however, remains limited in scope and
effectiveness, especially from a curriculum perspective. Sustainability education remains in the margins
for the maijority of young people; levels of climate literacy across the nation are correspondingly very
low.

Calls for the climate and nature crisis to be more strongly prioritised by the Department for Education
and by the review group will infensify over the coming weeks and months. Indeed, Global Action

Plan will be one organisation, among many, that will be working hard fo ensure the state of the
environment and our young people’s ecological future are hard-wired into the future of education. We
raised this in our 10 July letter to the new Secretary of State.

The new government has a focus on addressing inequality in education, which we at Global Action
Plan believe is critically important. But the climate and nature crisis disproportionally impacts young
people living in deprived communities, who are stafistically more likely o be exposed to the risks
generated by climate change-related extreme weather events and by the local and global collapse of
nafure. This is frue in England, the UK, and the wider world.

Despite the targeted efforts of environmental charities such as Global Action Plan, young people in
deprived areas are also the least likely o have access to extracurricular opportunities fo learn about
the climate and nature crisis, and to opportunities fo develop the skills they need to respond fo it now
and in the future. National curriculum reform can change that, securing sustainability education — and
the ability to take action — as a right for all young people.
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Sustainability education involves more than the fransfer of scientific knowledge from teacher to
learner in a geography or science lesson. It is multifaceted, supporting the development of critical and
systems thinking skills, the ability to think creatively and work collaboratively, and the nurturing of a
strong sense of individual and collective agency, as well as the fostering of a love of nature. For some,
it is fransformative; it can shape and reshape values, worldviews and life goals — making it a skilled
educational practice.

In informal contexts, children and young people are increasingly engaging in sustainability issues,
especially via social media. This engagement is not always positive or well-moderated — alarmism
mixed with disinformation and misinformation can create false understandings of reality, risking both
undue levels of anxiety in one direction, and worrying levels of apathy in the other. Well-structured,
well-delivered sustainability education in formal settings by trained education professionals is a vital
antidote that too few young people are currently experiencing. This needs to be remedied. High-quality
sustainability education should be a right for all children and core to the national curriculum.

This is why we believe it is crifical o include an expert in sustainability education in your core
review group, and for you then fo invite that expert to chair a climate and sustainability education
sub-group. Such expertise will be invaluable given the high likelihood that the review's call for
evidence will generate a large number of responses from academics and practitioners that highlight
the multiple crosscutting benefits that sustainability education brings to learners and society. Specific
sustainability education expertise will ensure this evidence is robustly analysed and synthesised to
support the review's interim and final recommendations.

Global Action Plan stands ready to support you and the review group by recommending suitable
sustainability education experts, arranging visits fo schools across England that are engaged in
our award-winning education programmes, and convening public or private meetings or events to
support the review group’s understanding of sustainability education theory and practice.

Yours sincerely,

Dr Morgan Phillips

Director of Education and Youth Engagement
Global Action Plan
morgan.phillips@globalactionplan.org.uk

cc. The Rt Hon Bridget Phillipson MP, Secretary of State for Education

OUR LIVES, OUR PLANET.

Global Action Plan

Notcutt House, 36 Southwark Bridge Road, London, SE1 9EU

Charity registered in England and Wales No. 1026148, in Scotland No. SC041260
Registered company in England and Wales No. 2838296, VAT No. 625 994 009


https://www.globalactionplan.org.uk/generation-action
mailto:morgan.phillips%40globalactionplan.org.uk?subject=
https://www.globalactionplan.org.uk

