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It is wonderful to see how you have made
the Clean Air Day campaign grow in size,
ambition and impact each year. Clean Air
Day is a recognised annual event, and is
making a real difference to how people
understand and act on air pollution that
helps to protect people’s health and tackle
the climate crisis.

Global Action Plan’s Director of Clean
Air, Larissa Lockwood



01.  Clean Air Day makes a difference 

02.  Clean Air Day focuses attention on air
pollution

Half of the UK population have now heard of Clean Air Day.  
Doing something to help reduce outdoor air pollution is becoming the norm.
Most people (90%) now report doing at least one thing to help reduce outdoor
air pollution whether that is to ensure their vehicle is well maintained, walking
or cycling instead of driving or not idling when stationary. 

Clean Air Day has helped to improve levels of public understanding and increased
levels of air pollution busting behaviours.  

Created 2.7 billion opportunities to see messages about air pollution.  
Saw businesses, academics and organisations launch publications, events
and initiatives to tackle clean air. 

Clean Air Day galvanises the movement. By all acting together on the same day
Clean Air Day cuts through to new audiences. This year we: 

A 22% increase in people who now choose to walk or cycle instead of using the
car for short journeys (64% now report doing so). 
A 28% increase in people who report using quieter or less polluted routes when
walking or cycling (70% now report doing so). 

Whether that is trying a different mode of travel or changing a journey to avoid a
polluted route. Since 2017 we have seen:

03.  Clean Air Day creates an opportunity to try
something different 

Five reasons why Clean Air Day matters
As Clean Air Day – the UK’s largest public air pollution campaign –
celebrates its fifth year, Global Action Plan’s Director of Clean Air, Larissa
Lockwood shares five reasons why Clean Air Day matters. 
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05.  Clean Air Day demonstrates large scale
support for clean air 

04.  Clean Air Day showcases that a cleaner air
future is both possible and desirable 
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As well as more EV charging points and e-bikes on the roads, we are also
seeing other innovative new way of doing things, such as the NHS riverboat
delivery service. 

82% of people think that air pollution should be a priority for the UK an
increase of 11% over the last 3 years.
The Welsh Government reiterated its plan to press ahead in the creation of
a Clean Air Act for Wales. 

Giving decision makers a mandate to implement the system changes required.  
 

https://www.guysandstthomas.nhs.uk/news-and-events/2021-news/june/20210617-first-nhs-trust-pilots-riverboat-delivery-service.aspx


It’s now not enough to only
treat the children in front of
us, we have to treat the
environment they are in.

Mat Shaw, CEO at Great
Ormond Street Hospital
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A look back at the last five years
The story so far... 

We’ve come a long way since the first Clean Air Day. Alongside the work of others, we
believe Clean Air Day has played an important role in helping to bring air pollution up the

public and political agenda.
 



Children are particularly
vulnerable to the impacts of toxic
air so we must create a healthy
environment where they can
learn, play and live their lives
safely. 

Nyeleti Brauer-Maxaeia, Co-
founder of Choked Up



01.  Moving towards more active participation

This year’s theme was ‘protect children’s health from air pollution.
Following the landmark ruling that recognised air pollution as a
contributing cause to the death of Ella Kissi-Debrah, we have
more evidence to show the real-life effects of air pollution on
children’s health. Air pollution not only affects children’s physical
health but also their ability to learn. 

02.  Protection of children’s health as a theme 

Over the last few years, Clean Air Day has been moving from
knowledge sharing to active participation. This year targeted
actions were recommended to different audiences, ranging from
the health sector, to individuals and schools. Change comes from
a combination of personal behaviour together with decisions by
business and policy by government. This is why we introduced a
Do/Say mechanism to bring these elements together,
encouraging people to also support action from decision makers
and polluters on air pollution. 

In the run up to Clean Air Day we galvanised Supporters in four
regions in England to share ideas, maximise collaboration and
increase their impact. We continue to work with two of these
regions in the development of a clean air vision. 

03.  Trialled regional events in West Yorkshire,
the Midlands, Bristol & Bath and London

What we did differently this year
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As a global manufacturer, we are acutely
aware that our operations could, if not
properly controlled and monitored,
adversely effect the locations we operate
in, we strive to therefore ensure our
operations are ‘in tune with nature’ going
beyond the minimum requirements and
we use the UN Sustainable Development
Goals to help guide us in these efforts.

Martin Fahey, Head of Sustainability,
Mitsubishi Electric, UK & Ireland
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Clean Air Day 2021
highlights 



Schools should be safe places of
learning, not places where students are
at risk of health hazards. There is no safe
level of air pollution, and if we care
about our children and their future, air
pollution limits should reflect WHO
guidelines.

Dr Maria Neira, Director at the
World Health Organisation 



We have seen action across a range of sectors, from health to
businesses. We saw groups from across the country take part
in a range of creative activities and events to create awareness
and engagement in clean air. Although we cannot feature
everyone, here are some of our highlights.

Clean Air Day case studies  
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Local 
Authorities 

Newport City Council

The council hosted an electric vehicle
unveiling in Newport for Clean Air Day.
On display was one of the electric
buses that services Newport, as were
several electric council vehicles, an
electric taxi and an electric refuse
vehicle. The refuse vehicle is the first of
its kind in Wales and another three
have been ordered for Newport. 
 
The Welsh Government's Deputy
Minister for Climate Change, Lee
Waters, attended alongside pupils from
St Julian’s School – the school is in one
of Newport’s 11 Air Quality Management
Area.

Leeds City Council 

Leeds City Council’s Clean Air Day
events included an air quality
information stand, bike register pop-up
and an e-cargo bike competition, with a
prize donated by Olympic champion
Alistair Brownlee. 
 
In the run up to Clean Air Day, Leeds
City Council proposed a new air quality
strategy -setting stricter targets than
national standards and aiming to tackle
emissions from homes, industry and
agriculture as well as transport sources. 



Local 
Authorities 

Idling Action London

Idling Action London ran a number of events and activities including the delivery of
several ‘Engines Off’ workshops. Idling Action had collaboration events with several
hospitals including Guy's and St Thomas’, Great Ormond Street and Newham
Hospital, as well as Camden Council and NHS contractor drivers.  
 
Idling Action is a London-wide behaviour change campaign which is helping to
reduce localised air pollution caused by motorists who leave their engines running
when stationary. 



Communities

Black & Green Ambassadors 

Black & Green Ambassadors hosted a
special Clean Air Day podcast where
they discussed the air pollution
concerns and hopes of people in Bristol,
and the actions they can take
collectively. 

Black & Green Ambassadors is an
action group that connects, empowers
and celebrates diverse leadership and
community action on environmental
issues in Bristol and beyond. Their
campaign on clean air titled ‘To
Breathe’ aims to highlight dirty air as an
issue of environmental justice in Bristol.
Several areas with predominantly Black
and ethnic minorities communities are
being exposed to the worst levels of
dirty air, resulting in the highest rates of
asthma in the city. 

Oxford Friends of the Earth

Oxford Friends of the Earth installed 20
particulate monitors in the region. This
project will measure local levels of
ultrafine particles (known as PM2.5) that
can have an impact on human health,
to help identify sources of emissions. 



Health

The Royal London Hospital 

Sadiq Khan, Mayor of London, visited The Royal London Hospital in
Whitechapel where he was joined by air quality experts and local school
children. Sadiq Khan announced an additional 131 air quality sensors to
be installed at hospitals, schools and other priority areas.

Meanwhile the Royal Free Hospital in Camden had a low-emission
vehicle displayed at the hospital to help educate people about the health
risks of air pollution. Hospital staff also made pledges to personally
reduce air pollution. 



Health

The Royal College of Obstetricians
and Gynaecologists

The Royal College of Obstetricians and
Gynaecologists (RCOG) published a
position statement on outdoor air
pollution and pregnancy to mark Clean
Air Day.  
 
In the statement, the RCOG outlined the
growing evidence base linking maternal
exposure to air pollution and adverse
pregnancy outcomes and called for the
UK Government to adopt a legally
binding commitment to achieve World
Health Organisation (WHO) guideline
limits on particulate matter by 2030. 

NHS Grampian, Scotland

For Clean Air Day NHS Grampian tried
to improve air quality by encouraging
active travel by staff. The Spaces for
People Project has funded and provided
an additional 76 bike parking spaces
for staff at Foresterhill Health Campus,
Royal Cornhill Hospital, Glen O'Dee
Hospital and at Woodend Hospital. NHS
Grampian has also introduced e-bikes
at their community sites for staff to use
for short journeys. 



Business

Businesses’ new
responsibility webinar event 

Global Action Plan launched a
whitepaper alongside a business-
oriented webinar which explored the
corporate responsibility to respect a
child’s right to a clean and healthy
environment. 

The whitepaper and webinar explored
the case that air pollution is a pressing
sustainability challenge and corporate
responsibility that demands the
business community’s immediate
attention in order to protect children’s
health. 

UK Electric Fleets Coalition - 2021
Policy Paper (The Climate Group) 

The Climate Group chose Clean Air Day
to launch the UK Electric Fleets Coalition
2021 policy paper. The paper highlights
the crucial role businesses play in
accelerating the transition to electric
transport and advocates ambition to
achieve a net zero economy.



Schools

Sciennes Primary School, Edinburgh 

Sciennes Primary School is one of 12 in
Edinburgh to run a ‘school street,’
where the route outside a school is shut
to vehicles at certain times during the
school day to encourage children to
walk and cycle. The Lord Provost of
Edinburgh, Frank Ross, an EPS trustee,
joined pupils from Sciennes Primary
School to launch their school street. The
colourful photographs of the children
with umbrellas and the new Clean Air
Day colouring books in the ‘school
street’ outside Sciennes Primary made
headlines in The Times, the Scotsman
and the Edinburgh Evening News to
name a few.

Ringland Primary School, Bishpool

The school organised an Active Travel
Thursday competition for Clean Air Day.
Pupils were encouraged to walk, cycle
or scoot to school instead of driving into
school for the week of Clean Air Day. By
day two, 50% of pupils had taken part
the in Ringland Primary School’s active
travel competition.



Schools

Clean Air Crew, Liverpool 

The Merseyside and Halton Clean Air
Crew launched an educational air
quality website - cleanaircrew.co.uk –
for the 419 schools in the Liverpool City
Region. They have developed a range
of bespoke resources supporting the
website, all linked to core curriculum
topic delivery, to engage teachers,
pupils and parents throughout the
academic year. 

Belleville Wix Academy, London

The children at Belleville Wix Academy
had a packed schedule for Clean Air
Day. This included a day of outdoor
learning, assemblies and art activities
to raise awareness about air pollution.
Pupils at the Academy joined the
Freedom to breathe webinar to learn
about the importance of tackling air
pollution and their right to clean air. 



The University of Manchester 

Academics and experts at the University
of Manchester launched a new
publication, “On air quality” exploring
the health impacts, economic outcomes
and inequalities of air pollution.

“Addressing poor air is central to
meeting many sustainable development
goals and should be embedded in
future urban planning and public
healthcare policy.” - Professor Hugh
Coe, Director of the Manchester
Environment Research Institute. 

Abertay University 

Abertay University’s Physical and Life
Science Department took action this
Clean Air Day. Students in the
department worked to convert a street
in Dundee into a car free zone. They
used this to demonstrate how people
can be exposed to 30% fewer harmful
particulate pollutants by using
pedestrianised or pedestrian and cycle
streets.

Higher
Education

https://policyatmanchester.shorthandstories.com/on-air-quality/#group-section-Foreword-eux2f1OeWt


Interviews  

Top media coverage

Clean Air Day in the Media
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Clean Air Day's reach
continues to grow every

year 

Bigger and bigger

2018 2019 2020 2021

3 billion 

2 billion 

1 billion 

0 billion 

 16 June 2022  

Getting ready for Clean Air Day 2022
Clean Air Day has developed from people sharing information on air pollution to people
changing their behaviour to cut air pollution to inspiring others to act. But there is only
so far that individual and organisational behaviour change can go.  If we want the low
pollution option to be the default – flexible working, walking, cycling and public
transport, low pollution deliveries – then we need the policies and infrastructure in
place to enable this.  We also need other large generators of air pollution, such as
industry, logistics and agriculture, to cut the pollution they are creating. We have a lot to
work on for 16 June 2022. 

But let’s not wait until the next Clean Air Day to act on air pollution again: let’s keep
talking about it, keep making low pollution choices and keep putting pressure on major
polluters and decision makers so that we can breathe clean air every day.  

A date for your diary
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Thank you to our Clean Air Day Partners, the nearly 300
supporter organisations, over 3,000 participants, and to every
organisation and individual that got involved for making all this
change happen. 

Thank You

https://www.cleanairday.org.uk/partners-supporters





